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ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR — KIMBERLEY 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [8.04 pm]: During the winter recess, I was fortunate enough to fly 
around the Pilbara and the Kimberley for a couple of weeks. I was going to tell members wonderful stories about 
the beautiful topography, the landscapes and the colours, but I have decided to forget all that because I know that 
everybody wants to go home. I am just going to go to the main points of my speech. 
Both the Pilbara and the Kimberley have large towns that rely on industries in their own areas, such as the mining 
industry, the pastoral industry and the tourism industry. They are three very different industries, but each has a common 
denominator. That common denominator, which affects the lives of the residents of all these towns, is alcohol abuse. 
Everywhere I went that was the number one problem—it was all about alcohol! Alcohol is the main thing that is affecting 
domestic violence. It is causing the sexual abuse of children. It is the number one cause of family dysfunction. Most of 
the communities around Fitzroy Crossing and the Fitzroy Valley are mainly alcohol free, but drinkers are now gathering 
alongside the main highway—the Great Northern Highway. They are leaving their cans, bottles, rubbish, old prams 
and old mattresses all visible from the main highway. But the rubbish is not the main concern. The main concern is 
for the inebriated people who could quite easily just walk onto the highway and end up being killed by traffic. There 
was a death only two weeks ago at one drinking spot that we visited. One driver in a stolen car went careering through 
the bush very close to a mob of drinkers. He killed himself and left his passenger with very serious injuries. 
On one of my nights in Broome, I decided that I would have a burger for dinner. This was at about 7.00 pm, and as 
I was crossing Carnarvon Street, I looked down the main street, where Chinatown is—the main hub of Broome—
and nobody was in the street. There was no-one at all. Back at the hotel I asked: where is everyone? I thought there 
was a concert going on somewhere. I was told that the simple answer was that tourists and residents do not come into 
the main part of Broome in the evening because they are always being interfered with and annoyed by intoxicated 
people. They are harassed all the time. Walking back from the burger shop, I saw quite a few things that really 
saddened me. One was the lack of concern of the people on Male Oval, which is an oval on the north-east side of 
the town. Groups of people were everywhere. Although it was dark, I could see that all around them were empty 
cans, empty bottles and takeaway food wrappers. Just 20 metres away was a dustbin so they could easily have put 
everything into the bin, but they do not do that because they know that early the next morning, the shire will come 
in and clean up everything before the tourists get back into town. 
The thing that concerned me most of all was an Aboriginal lady sitting at the side of the road next to Chicken Treat 
enjoying her Chicken Treat evening meal. A gentleman—I will call him a gentleman—walked up to her and whacked 
her on the head with enough force to knock her on her back. For the next minute, he yelled and screamed. All sorts 
of things were being said. It was in the native tongue, but it was not difficult to work out what was being said. After 
about a minute, the assaulted woman got back into the seated position and started eating her evening meal. That 
showed me that these people are accepting this way of life. Everywhere I looked it was just chaos. There was yelling, 
screaming and people abusing each other. That confirmed why the centre of Broome is empty after 6.00 pm. 
No-one should have to put up with this unsocial behaviour. It appears that the government—not just 
Premier McGowan’s government, but also previous governments—is frightened to tackle this problem. I do not 
know what everyone is afraid of. I wonder whether it is the civil liberties people or the stolen generation league. 
If anyone thinks that just locking up the Indigenous people will fix the problem, they are very wrong. All the drivel 
and waffle about self-determination may be working for the Indigenous people who have had the advantage of 
an education and who now live in metropolitan Perth. They are the lucky ones. They have moved into the 
twenty-first century. The people I am talking about see no future for themselves or their children. Instead of taking 
the bull by the horns, the McGowan government just chucks bucketloads of money at this growing problem and 
all we get for our money is more of the same. 
The answers are out in the regions. People living this ongoing misery and community members, both senior and 
junior Aboriginals, ask for the same thing: “Give us jobs. Help us educate our kids and help break this generational 
cycle of misery and abuse.” But these pleas appear to land on deaf ears and nothing changes. Guess who will get the 
blame for all this? Not you, Madam President, not me, nor anyone in this chamber today: the people who will get the 
blame will be the general public of Western Australia. They will be lumbered with guilt and the cost of compensation. 
Their taxes will be handed over when the government of the day is found guilty of neglect, lack of leadership and of 
turning the other cheek, hoping that this problem will go away. It is not going away; in fact, it is getting worse every 
day. The lack of leadership will reflect the size of the neglect until we have leaders who have the courage to accept 
that intervention is what is required in regional Australia. When this proves correct and Indigenous people begin to 
advance and join in our society, we can then hand over self-determination. All the talk about racism, Aboriginal 
culture, discrimination and reconciliation is great, but it does nothing to solve the unsociable behaviour we see on the 
streets of regional Western Australia. All Australian governments have committed to a 16-point target plan to tackle 
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Indigenous disadvantage. The only good thing that will come out of that is that politicians will be able to slap 
themselves on the back and think that they are doing something when actually they are doing nothing. 
All the extra money that is being handed out during the COVID-19 pandemic creates a nightmare for regional 
residents. Of course, no-one here experiences this ongoing situation, but if members think their ignorance will excuse 
them, they are grossly wrong. People in the regions are screaming out for help from their elected government and 
all they get is lip-service. They have to put up with kids throwing rocks at their cars as they drive past. Cars are 
broken into while people do their shopping and the same kids break into their houses. They want to see help being 
given to Indigenous people, but not financial handouts. They want to see jobs and education to help them join the 
twenty-first century. If we continue to just throw money at this problem, the only people who will benefit will be 
the bottle shop owners. For example, in one weekend in Wyndham they turned over $14 000. That is $14 000 more 
than what they would normally make on a weekend. 
To conclude, I like watching a show on the ABC between 5.30 and 6.30 on a Friday evening called The Sound. 
On Sunday, its host welcomed Peter Garrett to the program. This man has made a good living from stirring the pot 
and chucking more wood onto the fire of the failure of Australian governments to help Aboriginals. He had the 
perfect opportunity to help all Aboriginal people while he was an elected member. The truth is, he did nothing. He 
is still making a living from the Aboriginal industry, singing his songs full of the past wrongs and errors made by 
the early British migrants. There is nothing new in his new song to help Aboriginal people, only anger and hatred—
full of muskets, gallows and chains. That is all he sings about—absolutely nothing about reconciliation. These 
people do nothing in the fight to improve the lot of Indigenous people. In my world, I see three types of people. I see 
angry people: people like Peter Garrett, the lefties and the wannabe Aborigines who talk only about the atrocities 
and mistakes that we have made. We have accepted that we have made mistakes; in fact, Kevin Rudd apologised 
on all our behalf. Then there are the scared people. A perfect example of that is the government. It is too frightened 
to make the hard decisions. For example, I asked a simple question today about whether the state government 
would support a bid by the Shire of Broome to the federal government. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Member, you might have to think about continuing your comments on the next day’s sitting. 
Hon Robin Scott: Sorry, I thought I had 10 minutes. 
The PRESIDENT: You did. It went; time goes fast when you are having fun, member. 
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